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| Copyright © Alexander Crawford for CPDL - This edition may be freely downloaded, copied and distributed |

The Messe de Notre Dame was composed by Guillaume de Machaut before 1365 (exact date not known), for the Cathedral in
Reims. It is one of the finest pieces of polyphonic music and the first mass setting composed solely by one composer. Machaut
was also the first composer to add the 'Contratenor' voice and the Messe de Notre Dame is also notable for these four voices,
rather than the more usual three. Among other things, Machaut was renowned for his poetry and is said to have influenced such
great writers as Geoffery Chaucer.




